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Principal’s report   Friday 20th September 2024 
from Fiona Haselgrove  
We have been very busy running panels for 2025 
staffing, and I am excited to announce the following 
staff have accepted ongoing teaching positions: 

Junior Primary: Amy Stott 

Primary – literacy focus: Prue Boland. Prue has 
the Assistant Principal Wellbeing/Intervention & 
Support role which is 0.6. The Personnel Advisory 
Committee will make some slight adjustments to this 
role and the literacy focus will complement the role. 

Primary NIT – Health and Physical Education: 
Monique Thompson 

Secondary English: Jacob Weiss 

Grounds: Chris Malcolm 

The positive talk in the community resulted in more 
applicants and attracting some local staff which is 
an excellent outcome for our students, our school, 
and our community. We are very excited to 
welcome our new staff and know they will bring 
great practices that will help us build on work we 
have achieved. We still have a few positions to 
finalise, but staffing is on track for 2025. 

We are coming to the end of an action-packed term 
and staff and students are ready for a break.  I wish 
you all a relaxing break and hope you can enjoy 
some family time. Slowing down and enjoying 
nature, people and play supports wellbeing. We are 
lucky our students enjoy where they live and many 
of them talk about enjoying camping, fishing and 
been in the environment. I look forward to our 
students returning refreshed and recharged for 
Term 4. 

Welcome Amy Stott  
I grew up on a sheep and 
cropping farm near Yumali and 
attended Coomandook Area School. In high school I studied the Chemistry, Biology, 
Maths and English and worked at Viterra and Vacswim during my summer holidays 
before moving to Adelaide for university. I studied a Bachelor of Education (Primary) at 
the University of South Australia and graduated in 2019. Whilst finishing my final two 
years of university I moved to Meningie and worked at the Tintinara Thomas Foods 

Feedlot as a livestock hand. I have always had a strong interest in agriculture. From 2020-2023 I held a 
primary contract position at Tintinara Area School before going on maternity leave half way through 2023. I 
started working at MAS in Term 2 and have enjoyed getting to know the students and teaching classes 
from reception through to Year 12.  

Term 3 Diary Dates 
SEPTEMBER  

Mon 23rd Year 9/10 Parent Information 
Night 

FRI 27th Last Day of Term 3 

Term 4 Diary Dates 
OCTOBER  

Mon 14th  First Day of Term 
Mon 21st to 
Wed 23rd  

SAPSASA Girls Football 

Wed 23rd Regional Choir and Instrumental 
Music in Murray Bridge 

Mon 28th to 
Wed 30th  

Life Education – R – 6 

Mond 28th Governing Council 

NOVEMBER  
Mon 4th to 
Wed 6th 

SAPSASA Cricket 

Thur 7th Yr 12 Farewell Assembly 
Thur 7th  Children’s University Graduation 
Fri 8th  SRC Colour Run 
Thur 14th Year 7 – 10 Tumbelin Choices 

Workshop 
Mon 18th Student Free Day 
Wed 20th to Fri 
22nd 

SAPSASA Tennis 

Thurs 21st Last Day of Year 11 

DECEMBER  
Tues 3rd Achieving our Way Celebration 
Wed 11th Swimming Carnival 
Fri 13th Last day of Term  

Early Dismissal 2.05pm  
Buses depart at 2.15pm 

Meningie Area School News 
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Festival of Music – Choir 
On September 11th, our Adelaide Choir students performed on stage at the Adelaide Festival Theatre as 
part of the Public Primary Schools Festival of Music.  
The Primary Schools Festival of Music is an iconic South Australian tradition, we engage our students in 
artistic excellence, cultural diversity and social inclusion through performance in Music and the Arts.  
 
The Festival of Music concerts 
feature Year 5 and 6 students 
singing together in a massed choir 
of just over 300 students.  
 
This year we commissioned Robyn 
Habel and Adam Page to compose 
a set of four songs entitled “State of 
the Arts”. The audience participation 
was fun and something very 
different.  
 
During the concerts there were 
several Guest Artists from public 
primary and secondary schools, 
other choir items that presented 
different musical genre, and two 
pieces that specifically showcased 
the talents of the orchestra.  
 
This year Festival of Music included the ABBA 
song ‘Waterloo’, to mark 50 years since ABBA 
had won Eurovision with that song.  
 
Our students’ favourite part of the performance 
was Jasmine- waving the serviettes at the end 
of Thank you for the Music, Avayah – the disco 
ball hanging for the ceiling for the ABBA songs, 
Summer – standing on the stage and 
performing, Isabella - when we were singing in 
the choir, and Elise – watching the group sing. 
 
Thank you to the Tailem Bend choir and teacher for being our buddy school for the day. We shared Row 11 
with students from Marion Primary School and Tailem Bend Primary School. We left school at 9:30 am and 
arrived back in Meningie just after midnight.   

 
 
The drums and bands were 
excellent. The dancing troupe 
and orchestra were well-
rehearsed and well presented, 
and the audience was great.   
 
It was a spectacular event that 
our students enjoyed being a 
part of.  
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Murray Bridge Foodbank HUB is our nearest food relief location.  
The service is available to families and the wider 
community of Meningie and surrounds.  Meningie 
Area School is a referrer for the service for our 
community. 
 
Shopping at Foodbank Murray Bridge is easy and 
convenient. All you need is a referral and time to go 

shopping to pick your own groceries if you would like a referral, please contact the school and leave your 
full name and mobile number and we will send you an electronic referral which is allows you to shop at 
Foodbank weekly or fortnightly for the next 6 months.  
We have seen a large increase from families and community members for referrals to help with the cost of 
living. If you would like a referral please contact the school. Foodbank is one option for reducing your 
weekly or fortnightly expenses. 
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