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Principal’s report     Friday 6th June 2025 
Last week we reflected on the process of Reconciliation in 
Australia in an assembly and class activities. The theme of 
“Bridging now to next” reminds us, this is a continuing 
journey for all Australians.  

We also paused for an afternoon to acknowledge that our 
community is struggling in the face of the ongoing drought. 
Families were invited in to enjoy a barbeque and sport with 
students. The afternoon was acknowledging the challenges 
faced by our families and community and an opportunity to 
take a moment to enjoy time together. We know some of our 
families could not attend due to the pressures at work. We 
understand that it is a very difficult time, not just on the 
farms but for all the businesses that farming supports. Thank 
you to the Lions Club for joining us for the afternoon and 
cooking the barbecue. 

Thank you for the feedback on the Student Led 
Conferences. Overall, the feedback was very positive with 
staffing giving 3.71 out of 5 stars, students 3.54 and 
parents/families 3.65. We understand the booking system 
was terrible and appreciate your patience with this. A couple 
of comments from the feedback: 

▪ The concept is good, just slightly problematic when you may want to speak to the teacher without 
the child being present. Noting that we can also do this at any time. Overall, good to have the 
students responsible for their learning achievements. 

▪ Love the new format great change up very inviting. 

▪ I prefer parent teacher interviews as my child, and I discuss their schooling at home. I like to hear 
from their teacher how they’re doing.  

I will work with staff and Governing Council to look at refining the process for 2026. Families will be 
provided teacher progress on learning through the midyear report. These will be emailed home on the final 
day of the term (4/7/25). If you would like a printed copy, you can come in next term, and we can print it.  

We have opened the Community Portal and FROG. We were waiting for the new FROG App, but it was 
further delayed so Governing Council requested the portal open. A number of families are using it to advise 
us of absences etc. If you have any questions or need help with using the system, please email: 
russell.starr455@schools.sa.edu.au 

Secondary are preparing for the new semester. In the secondary years we work in 2 semesters (Semester 
1 – term 1 and 2, Semester 2 – term 3 and 4). To allow an equal split of time, semester 2 starts in Week 9 

of Term 2 (23/6/25). Year 8-10 students have 2 lines where they 
can choose subjects. Information has been broadcast home and 
students must complete choices by Thursday 12/6/25.  

A reminder that we published our Homework Guideline this term 
MAS-Homework-Guideline-13-3-25.pdf on our website. If you 
would like your child(ren) supported with homework our Homework 
Club operates out of the School Community Library 3:05-4pm on 

Diary Dates Term 2 
JUNE 
Mon 9th Kings Birthday Public Holiday 
Tues 10th STUDENT FREE DAY 
Fri 13th Mid Year Reception transition 
Tues 17th Kids In Space Performance 
Wed 18th  Kids In Space Performance 
Fri 20th Mid Year Reception transition 
Mon 23rd 
to Wed 
25th  

SAPSASA Netball Carnival 

Fri 27th  Mid Year Reception transition 

JULY  

 NAIDOC Celebrations 
Fri 4th  Last Day of Term 

Meningie Area School News 

mailto:russell.starr455@schools.sa.edu.au
https://meningieas.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/MAS-Homework-Guideline-13-3-25.pdf
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Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday for students in Year 4 and above. If you would like more information 
email Kellie kellie.martin7@schools.sa.edu.au for information. 

I hope you all enjoy the “mini” break this weekend and we look forward to our students returning refreshed 
next Wednesday. 

Fiona Haselgrove 

Fiona.Haselgrove277@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

Opportunity for Year 10-12 students:  

Earthwatch Australia are seeking applications from government school students in years 10, 11 and 12 for 
our long running, fully funded, Student Challenge scholarship program.  

In our mission to inspire the next generation of environmental stewards, the Student Challenge gives 
secondary school students the chance to live and work in the field with leading researchers to help solve 
some of Australia’s most pressing environmental issues. It is an eye-opening adventure and an exciting 
opportunity for students to explore their interest in science and the environment.   

Expedition details - October 

Location Calperum Station, SA  

Focus Ecosystems of the Murray River 

Dates October 3 to 8, 2025  

Cost This opportunity is fully funded and covers the expedition costs, including accommodation, 
food, transport and insurance.  

Open to Year 10 – 12 students attending government schools in SA, VIC or the Murray Darling 
Basin  

catchment of NSW or QLD, who have not previously participated in Student Challenge. 

Applications Close 24 August 2025 

More Information about the Ecosystems of the Murray River expedition.   Apply Here! 

  

No prior field experience is required as students will receive training and acquire skills on the expedition.  

Interested students need to complete an online application form and highlight their passion for 
environmental science and the natural word.   

Applications must be accompanied by a letter of reference from a teacher or principal.   

For any questions regarding the program, please contact us at education.programs@earthwatch.org.au  

The Earthwatch Student Challenge Team   

mailto:kellie.martin7@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Fiona.Haselgrove277@schools.sa.edu.au
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearthwatch.org.au%2Feducation%2Fstudent-development%2Fstudent-challenge%2Fecosystems-of-the-murray-river-and-mallee&data=05%7C02%7CFiona.Haselgrove277%40schools.sa.edu.au%7C5816a370725a48afb91408dda483c2f7%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638847608094229046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PDalcMkqZsjs0IYm74tVujp9Qvz4EYRe%2FRA1jlUi9%2FI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FDPFF7BK&data=05%7C02%7CFiona.Haselgrove277%40schools.sa.edu.au%7C5816a370725a48afb91408dda483c2f7%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638847608094241696%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XFMDpjjsDj5UwKMgi9wuzeoqRBh37IiyYRhgI%2FjHgso%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearthwatch.org.au%2Feducation%2Fstudent-development%2Fstudent-challenge&data=05%7C02%7CFiona.Haselgrove277%40schools.sa.edu.au%7C5816a370725a48afb91408dda483c2f7%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638847608094267846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Gb3I0%2FouJyK5ldxY1s98J1ned0MVM8fX7Z43m2qEGk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:studentchallenge@earthwatch.org.au
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FINANCE - School M & S Fees now Due  
School Fees are payable by the end of Term 1. Statements have been sent out as a reminder.  

Please make payment as soon as possible.  

If eligible, applications can still be made for school card. Please contact the front office if a paper 
copy is required, or apply online at https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-

help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme.  

If you would like to pay via direct debit, this can be fortnightly or weekly from your bank account, 
forms are available at the front office.  

Invoices for Non-returned Laptops and Library books will be credited once the item has been 
returned, or payment is required so that replacements can be purchased.  

Any Queries, please contact  
Laurie Vermeeren 8575 1106  or via email DL.0750.finance@schools.sa.edu.au 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
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