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Principal’s report     Friday 19th September 2025 
 
Congratulations to our Show Teams and support 
crew. It was a wonderful week for our students, 
staff, volunteers and families. The teamwork by 
all, under the guidance of Caitlin Reick was 
amazing and the work was rewarded with 
impressive results. A message from Mal is below: 

Show congratulations from Mal Jurgs: 

I had the privilege of judging the Most 
Professional Show Team for the steer competition 
last weekend. It was really great to see the 
schools from our portfolio representing their 
sites, communities and our region so 
professionally. I have seen some real growth in 
the way that our sites are presenting themselves 
there. 

I don’t know all of the results, especially from the 
goat judging, but from what I do know there was 
some fantastic levels of achievement from sites in 
the portfolio. 

Meningie absolutely carved it up in the steers 
with plenty of ribbons in both the hoof and hook 
sections as well as for their handlers. Tintinara did 
really well in the Led Wether competition with 
one of their students winning the handlers 
competition. 

But most importantly, from my totally unbiased 
perspective, was the fact that Meningie won the 
most professional show team for the steers and 
Tintinara won it for the wethers.   

Winning ribbons for the animals that schools 
exhibit is great and shows the dedication and 
work that goes into preparing them, but many of 
the factors that determine whether you have a potential winner are beyond the control of the teachers at 
the school and certainly beyond the control of the students in most cases. 

However, winning the Most Professional Show Team for any of the competitions is totally within the 
control of the students. Winning these competitions is about what the students know, what they can do 
and how they show up, their dispositions if you like.   

And if you think that this is a big plug for how agriculture fits into the SA Curriculum and is so important in 
the context of most of our sites, you are right! 

Diary Dates 
SEPTEMBER 

Fri 19th  SACA Clinic - Rec – Year 3 
Mon 22nd  SAPSASA Track & Field 
Tues 23rd – Wed 
24th  

Aboriginal Stem Conference 

Thurs 25th SACE Parent Information 
Night 

Fri 26th  SRC Footy Fever Day 
Last Day of Term 3 
TERM 4 

OCTOBER 
Mon 13th  Day 1 Term 4 
Wed 22nd  Choir Murray Bridge 
Mon 27th to Wed 
29th  

SAPSASA Girls Football 
Carnival 

Thurs 30th Zoo Career Day @ Monarto Yr 
11-12 

Fri 31st World Teachers Day 
NOVEMBER 

Mon 10th to Wed 
12th  

SAPSASA Tennis 

Thurs 13th Children’s University 
Graduation 

Thur 20th  Young Environmental Leaders 
- 

Mon 24th – Wed 
26th  

SAPSASA Cricket Carnival 

Thurs 27th  Just 2 Deadly Awards 
DECEMBER 

Wed 10th  Swimming Carnival @ 
Coonalpyn 

Fri 12th  Last Day of School  
Early Dismissal 2.05pm 
Buses depart 2.15pm 

Meningie Area School News 
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Congratulations to every teacher, SSO and, of course, student who played any role in the show over the 
past week. I know it is a huge job and takes it out of you. But I would do it all again in a heartbeat.   

And again, my bias might be showing but a special mention to Coomandook who climbed the rankings in 
the Most Professional Show Team for the steers a huge amount. 

2026 planning 

We are in the first phase of our 2026 planning which is staffing. I am pleased to announce the following 
appointments: 

Secondary English (and another subject): Alice Wheeler 

Special Education/Primary:   Melanie Woodward 

Primary:     Mia Mcdonald and Sophie Holland. 

Melanie and Alice have been with us this year so don’t need any introduction. Sophie and Mia have 
provided an introduction of themselves for this newsletter. We look forward to them joining our team in 
2026. 

We have two more positions currently being advertised (Secondary Home Economics and/or Technologies 
and Secondary Mathematics). These will be 
finalised early Term 3.  

The next stage is looking at our secondary 
pathways that best meet the needs of our cohort. 
It is important for students and families to attend 
the information session next Thursday 25/9/25, 
5pm to support us plan.  

We will then move into class structure and 
teachers. We aim to have most staffing 
information out mid Term 4.  

Stage 2 Administration, School Community 
Library development 

After a lot of back and forth the concept report 
has been signed off including the original 90m2 

community library. I would like to thank Governing 
Council – in particular Jason Schulz and Mark 
O’Leary for standing firm on the needs of the 
community and achieving the outcome for the 
community library. We also appreciate Adrian 
Pedrick Member for Hammond for facilitating a 
meeting for the school and Coorong District 
Council with the Minister for Education Blair Boyer 
to discuss the needs for the community.  

We are nearing the end of term, and it is timely. 
We have had some illness on top of it being a very 
busy time of year. We hope that students, families 
and staff find time to relax and recharge over the 
holidays ready for term 4. 

Fiona Haselgrove 

Fiona.Haselgrove277@schools.sa.edu.au  

mailto:Fiona.Haselgrove277@schools.sa.edu.au


 

3 

PRINCIPAL: Ms Fiona Haselgrove 

PHONE: 8575 1106 

ADDRESS: 1 North Terrace, Meningie, SA, 5264 

EMAIL: dl.0750_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

WEB:  www.meningieas.sa.edu.au 

 

Welcome 2026 New Staff 

My name is Sophie, and I am so excited to be joining your school next year. 

I am currently teaching a Year 2/3 class in the Adelaide Hills, where I have 
worked for the past three years. Before that, I spent five years at Leigh 
Creek Area School in the Far North, teaching a range of composite classes 
across Years R–5. Prior to my time in Leigh Creek, I lived overseas in 
Copenhagen and worked as a relief teacher at Copenhagen International 
School. 

This year, I made the decision that I wanted to return to country teaching, 
as it has been one of the most rewarding parts of my career. There is 
something truly special about working in a country school, and I was drawn 
to Meninge Area School for its diversity and rich cultural community. I 
believe diversity is one of the most powerful educational tools we can offer our students, and I value it 
greatly in my teaching. 

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with friends, reading, and walking my Australian Cattle Dog. She’s 
half red and half blue but looks more like a red heeler, and she’ll be celebrating her fourth birthday very 
soon. 

I can’t wait to begin this new journey at Meninge Area School and to become part of your wonderful 
community. I look forward to meeting you all soon! 

 

Hello, my name is Mia McDonald and I am excited to be joining the 
team at Meningie Area School in 2026. I am currently teaching a 
Foundation class in the area and have also enjoyed relief teaching 
across a range of schools and year levels. I am passionate about 
creating a positive and supportive environment where children can 
learn, grow in confidence, and experience success. 

Outside of school, I love spending time outdoors at the river or 
beach, and with my family and friends. 

I was drawn to Meningie for its welcoming community and the 
opportunity to work in a school that supports both the wellbeing 
and growth of every learner. I look forward to getting to know the 
students, their families, and the wider community. 

 

“Respect in our learning communities” 

The Education and Child Services (Barring Notices and Other Protections) Amendment Bill 2024 has now passed the 
Parliament. This purpose of this bill is to support site leaders and staff keep sites safe by broadening the grounds on 
which people can be barred from the site, lengthening the period of time people and more. For more information go 
to: Respectful learning environments for staff, families, children and young people 

Medications 

Please ensure that you provide up to date medical information and plans for your child(ren). Staff at schools are not 
medical staff and cannot administer medication without a medical plan signed by a health professional, for some 
medications this must be a doctor. 

For camps a new signed medical plan must be provided. Please ensure you arrange this in good time to avoid the 
possibility that your child(ren) cannot attend. 

 

  

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/parent-engagement/respectful-learning-environments
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SRC Anti Bully Backpacks 
On Thursday 4th September the SRC organised for classes to 
buddy up and create “Anti Bully Backpacks. 

• Rec/1 went with Yr 10/11/12 

• Yr ½ went with Yr 5/6 

• Yr 3 went with Yr 7 

• Yr 4/5 went with Yr 8/9 

Firstly, we watch the PowerPoint created by senior SRC’s which 
explained all about bullying 

Be a friend not a bully 1.pdf 

Then we worked with our buddy to create an 
“Anti-Bully Backpack” 

 

 

 

https://schoolssaedu.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/MeningieAreaSchool2023/Shared%20Documents/General/Be%20a%20friend%20not%20a%20bully%201.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=2Nx2sJ
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On the last day of school this term 
the SRC will have a sausage sizzle 
and fun activities between recess 
and lunch. The activities will be 
mindful activities that support 
positive mental health.  

Enterprise Products 
Some unsold 
students’ items 
from Enterprise 
Expo have been 
moved to CCI for 
sale. If you missed 
out pop in and 
check them out.  
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Year 8 – 10 STEM 
In STEM this term we are looking at biotechnology. We have been 

investigating DNA and its structure. To do this, we created three 

different model representations, one using origami, one was cut and 

stick, and the other used food. The origami model, showed the 

supercoil really well and how the strands can be compacted, but it 

was difficult to see the deoxyribose and the double helix structure. 

The cut and stick model showed the deoxyribose strands really well, 

but didn't create the helical structure very well. The edible model showed the parts really well and was 

useful because we had to match up the different bases ourselves. It didn't have the helix, although it was 

good to eat afterwards.  All of the models had their good features and their not so good features.  

 

 

Crisis Point Registrations are OPEN! 

Registrations are now open for Crisis Point 2025: Pop Culture & Propaganda 
Years 7 - 12 
Duration: 10am - 4pm 
Sunday September 28th - Flinders University City Campus 

 
Crisis Point is a fun and engaging single day event built around our Interactive Problem Solving (IPS) 
Activities. Delegates will experience the complexities of diplomacy and negotiation as they try to resolve a 
fictional Crisis (or Crises!). This year's crisis point will start with a workshop then have two simulations 
where students manage problems with a longer-term view and scale up from domestic to international 
politics. Crisis Point involves goal-planning, action management, and adapting to other countries in the 
simulation, all in the environment of an international incident! Sign up and experience leading a country 
through your very own crisis! 

Catering is provided. The cost to attend is $25 per person. Your place will not be confirmed until we have 
received payment. 

Please contact sacompetitions@unyouth.org.au if you have any questions. 

Crisis Point Registration Form  

mailto:sacompetitions@unyouth.org.au
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funyouth.wufoo.com%2Fforms%2Fr1k9ch891yf1ire%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Swan773%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Cb8e435307bce471b506a08ddeb8b0db0%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638925704730154540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6WF0qIsou5Afy63fh1BJe8QiR5PuX148JHrvHLXJieQ%3D&reserved=0
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Ngarrindjeri language presented at international and state conferences 
Rita Lindsay, Ngarrindjeri Language Instructor, Meningie Area School 

I have recently had the opportunity to present Ngarrindjeri 

language work at several conferences. I have also participated in 

presentations for key stakeholders, including First Languages 

Australia. The success of the Meningie Area School, Ngarrindjeri 

Language Program and student work were highlighted within the 

presentations. 

I was invited by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and 

Reporting Authority (ACARA) to co-present at the 25th AFMLTA 

International Languages Conference in Adelaide, 11th – 13th of 

July 2025. AFMLTA is the Australian Federation of Modern 

Language Teachers Associations. I co-presented with Alison von 

Dietze, Curriculum specialist, Languages, ACARA for the Version 

9.0 Framework for Aboriginal Languages and Torres Strait 

Islander Languages. As a curriculum writer, I contributed to the 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 

Review of Version 9.0 Framework for Aboriginal Languages and 

Torres Strait Islander Languages.  

From Tuesday 26th-Friday 29th of August, I attended and 
presented at the International PULiiMA 2025 Indigenous 
Languages & Technology Conference in Darwin. I received the 
invitation to present from the Department for Education. 
 
I also attended the DAWN Forum, which was held from Monday 
1st-Tuesday 2nd of September 2025. I was invited by the 
Aboriginal Workforce Initiatives Team, Department for Education 
to present work on the Ngarrindjeri language at the event as part 
of the Spotlight Series. DAWN is the Department’s Aboriginal 
Workforce Network. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed participating in and presenting at the 
international and state conferences. I have gained a wealth of 
knowledge, skills and experience from each conference. 
Attending the events and engaging with other language 
specialists from around the state, nationally and internationally 
has strengthened my professional networks and has enhanced 
my practice.  

 
It was an amazing feeling to be surrounded by language specialists from around the nation and across the 
world who are passionate and committed to the continuity of First Nations languages. The conferences and 
experiences were valuable cultural and educational opportunities and has enhanced my professional 
development. The events were insightful, informative, engaging and inspirational. I look forward to assisting 
in the maintenance, revival and continuity of Ngarrindjeri language and culture.   
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Procedure text written by the Year 1/2 
class outlining the steps of making fairy 
bread.  
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2026 Materials & Services Charges.  
The M&S charges will be discussed at the next 
Governing Council Meeting Monday 27th 
October at 7:30pm. All parents, caregivers and 
independent students are invited to attend this 
meeting to discuss the M&S charge. You can 
express your views in writing to the chairperson 
Mark O’Leary mark@spencedixandco.com.au 
rather than attending the meeting. 

 

 
FINANCE - School M & S Fees Final Notices  
School Fees were payable by the end of Term 
1. Final Notices and Statements have been 
sent out payable in 30 days.  

If you would like to pay via direct debit, this can 
be fortnightly or weekly from your bank 
account, forms are available at the front office.  

If eligible, applications can still be made for 
school card. Please contact the front office if a 
paper copy is required, or apply online at 
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-
learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme.  

Invoices for Non-returned Laptops and Library books will be credited once the item has been 
returned, or payment is required so that replacements can be purchased.  

Any Queries, please contact Laurie Vermeeren 8575 1106   

or via email DL.0750.finance@schools.sa.edu.au    

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
mailto:DL.0750.finance@schools.sa.edu.au
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Photo Competition 

The Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board want to see our 

region through young people’s eyes and find out what you think is 

important! 

If you’re old enough to use a camera, and up to the age of 25, they’re 

calling on you to show them what matters most through photography 

– such as: 

o A river or wetland 

o Native animals or plants 

o Bushland 

o People at work or play 

This is your chance to showcase the places, people and moments that 

tell the story of our region. 

Your photo could be featured in the updated Regional Landscape Plan 

2026-2031 – plus there are some awesome prizes up for grabs! 

Enter at www.flow.landscape.sa.gov.au/26-31-regional-landscape-plan 

 

http://www.flow.landscape.sa.gov.au/26-31-regional-landscape-plan
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  Mount Barker Medicare Mental 
Health Centre 

Advice and support when you’re down, 
stressed or overwhelmed.  
Unit 9/2 Cameron Road, Mount Barker     
Phone 1800 595 212 
Free services, no appointment 
necessary, no Medicare card needed. 
Just walk in. 
For people over 18 years 
Monday-Wednesday: 9am – 7pm,  
Thursday-Friday: 9am-9pm 
Saturday-Sunday and public holidays: 
12pm-8pm 
Mount Barker Medicare Mental Health 
Centre | Medicare Mental Health 

https://www.medicarementalhealth.gov.au/service/mount-barker-medicare-mental-health-centre-17794
https://www.medicarementalhealth.gov.au/service/mount-barker-medicare-mental-health-centre-17794
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