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         Friday 21st November 2025 
Every DfE school has a school learning plan aligned to the 

DfE strategy. The strategy has 4 areas of impact: 

Wellbeing, Effective Learners, Equity & Excellence and 

Learner Agency. At MAS we have focused on the two 

areas of Wellbeing – sense of belonging and Effective 

Learners – feedback. One of the measures we use is the 

Wellbeing and Engagement survey which students 

complete in Term 2. The survey has questions in four 

main domains: Emotional wellbeing; Engagement with 

school; Learning readiness; Health and wellbeing out of 

school. The scale has positive, medium and low 

Below is a snapshot of the data set comparing 2023 to 

2025 we have seen some growth e.g. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Positive responses % 

Domain Theme 2023 2025 

Emotional wellbeing Happiness 

Emotional regulation 

46 

29 

65 

51 

Engagement with school Connectedness 

Peer belonging 

49 

39 

67 

54 

Learning readiness Cognitive engagement 

Academic self-concept 

28 

37 

46 

60 

Health & wellbeing out of school Sleep 

Overall health 

45 

28 

59 

34 

Diary Dates 
TERM 4 

NOVEMBER 

Mon 24th – 
Wed 26th  

SAPSASA Cricket Carnival 

Thurs 27th  Just 2 Deadly Awards 
Turtle Festival  

DECEMBER 
Thurs 4th & 
Fri 5th 

Yr 7 Aquatics Camp 

Wed 10th  Swimming Carnival @ 
Coonalpyn 

Fri 12th  Last Day of School  
Early Dismissal 2.05pm 
Buses depart 2.15pm 

Meningie Area School News 
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Monarto Careers Day 

On Thursday, 30th October, Lyla, Katie, and Lilly attended an exciting 
Careers Day hosted by the Education Team at Monarto Safari Park. 
They joined 7 other students from Kapunda, Birdwood, and several 
other schools from across South Australia for a day of exploration and 
learning.  
Upon arrival at the park, our students were greeted by their guide, 
Roger, who provided a fantastic tour of the zoo and introduced them 
to various staff members. The Careers Day, held at both Adelaide and 
Monarto, gives students an insight into a wide range of career paths, 
including animal care, horticulture, marketing, and administration. 
The event featured engaging guest speakers, behind-the-scenes tours, 
and valuable information about training opportunities in these fields.  
A particular highlight for everyone was meeting the Carnivore Keeper, 
who is currently acting as the Animal Welfare Officer for both 
Adelaide and Monarto zoos. She discussed how she started 
volunteering and conquering her fears of spiders working up to be the 
main keeper of the Lions, Painted Dogs and Hyenas- prior to her 
current temporary position.   
Students also had the unique opportunity to get up close with several 
animals and listen to the career journeys of six different staff 
members.  
It was a fantastic day full of inspiration and learning about the diverse 
opportunities available in the zoo and conservation industry.  
Rachel Neumann  

 
 

Thomas Foods International 
We learnt a lot about what all our school steer results meant and what a good quality carcass looks like. 
We also learnt about the meat grading process which determines what grade it gets based on its 
appearance, colour and amount of fat cover on the carcass – Lyla 
 
Visiting Thomas Foods abattoir gave me a real insight into 
methods and processes of meat grading and the important role it 
plays in the cattle industry. I saw how graders test fat, meat 
colour, pH, temperature, and ossification, and how this 
information links to kill sheets and EBVs. It showed me that good 
animal husbandry, like keeping cattle healthy and stress-free, 
directly affects meat quality and value – Gabrielle Swan 
 
During our Thomas Foods visit, we spoke to an experienced meat 
grader and had an insight on what happens in the industry. He 
demonstrated how meat and fat colours are assessed using colour 
grading sticks to determine carcase quality, and how marbling in 
meat is rated and scored - Millie  
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Primary Literacy 

In R-6 we use DIBELS-Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy 

Skills as a universal screener to assess oral language skills and 

reading comprehension. 

We have been focusing on Oral Reading Fluency and how many 

words are read correctly in 1 minute. The data in the table 

shows all children have increased the number of words they can 

read correctly from term 1 to term 4, which is very exciting.  

At school we constantly encourage children to read to each 

other, older students, parents and staff. We also do a lot of 

modelling of reading as reading should sound like we a talk.  

Table Key: Red: Comprehensive Support – Yellow Need Support – Geen Doing Well - Blue Doing Very Well 

 

SRC Report for Newsletter 
After the success of last year, the SRC are excited to announce that we will be holding a 2026 Colour 
Run. The Colour Run will be on the last Friday of term. We aim to have burgers for lunch, which will be 
prepared for everyone by the SRC. After lunch we will do the run to finish off a successful year of 
school. We have made posters advertising 
the run which will be put up around the 
school and in the Newsletter and on 
Facebook, so everyone knows about it. 
This year SRC introduced the selection of 
an R-3 SRC representative for Semester 2. 
Four students shared this role. We are 
aiming to introduce this in Semester 1 
2026. Two Yr 3 students will be selected 
for Semester 1 and then two more for 
Semester 2. This will give our Yr 3 
students the opportunity to practice their 
leadership skills. 
A couple of weeks ago students from Yr 5 
and Yr 9-11 nominated for the role of 
School Captain. Each nominee had to 
prepare a short persuasive speech which 
was aimed at convincing people in the 
school community to vote for them. 
Voting is now closed and there were two 
very clear winners. New badges have 
been ordered, and everyone will find out 
our 2026 School Captains at “Achieving 
Our Way”. 
Thank you to the Governing Council, 
leadership, teachers and everyone in the 
school community for supporting us in 
2025. 2026 looks like we will get even 
bigger and better!  

Words Read Correctly 

Term 1 

Words Read Correctly  

Term 4 

6 21 

8 52 

4 23 

10 64 

12 69 

6 27 

90 169 
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Mount Barker Medicare Mental 

Health Centre 

Advice and support when you’re down, 

stressed or overwhelmed.  

Unit 9/2 Cameron Road, Mount Barker     

Phone 1800 595 212 

Free services, no appointment 

necessary, no Medicare card needed. 

Just walk in. 

For people over 18 years 

Monday-Wednesday: 9am – 7pm,  

Thursday-Friday: 9am-9pm 

Saturday-Sunday and public holidays: 

12pm-8pm 

Mount Barker Medicare Mental Health 

Centre | Medicare Mental Health 

https://www.medicarementalhealth.gov.au/service/mount-barker-medicare-mental-health-centre-17794
https://www.medicarementalhealth.gov.au/service/mount-barker-medicare-mental-health-centre-17794
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SAPSASA TENNIS 
At SAPSASA tennis I had lots of fun just playing one of my favourite sports and meeting some new friends. We played 
in Adelaide somewhere near West Beach. It was also fun staying at the Ramsgate hotel with mum. 
On the first day I played 2 singles and 2 doubles it was tiering but super fun the second day I played a tie breaker ten 
and won 2 of them, the third day I also played 2 doubles and 2 singles. 
On the first day I did not win any, but they were close, the second day I won 1 because we 
had a tie breaker 10 and the third day, I did not win any, but they were also very close. 
Over the whole three days I learned how to serve the ball properly, got some tips from my 
coach and one a couple games. I also learned how to play a tie breaker ten. 
My coach was Jenny Lutze, and she gave me lots of tips, helped with some games and she 
was really kind and supportive. I loved her as a coach and everyone else should to. 
I really suggest younger kids to try SAPSASA because once your over Year 6 you cannot do 
SAPSASA for the rest of your life. Plus, it is so fun and it’s a good chance to get better at or 
learn new sports and get strong, fast and supportive. 
 

SAPSASA GIRLS FOOTBALL 
I was lucky enough to be part of the Murraylands District team. I enjoyed 
SAPSASA football because I was playing with different people although we 
didn’t win. We had so much fun just talking and getting to know each other 
and also slurping on our boost juice debating on what flavour is better. By 
Kelsey 
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